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Book Reviews 
Others could point to a certain naivete about solutions to 
problems and an overenthusiasm about organic agricul-
ture and local food systems. But this is where visionaries 
make valuable contributions to change. 
Jane Goodall provides in each chapter a concluding 
section called "What You Can Do" where she describes 
the steps each person can take at the local level to make 
a positive change. It is refreshing to read a message of 
hope and to find concrete things each of us can do in our 
own lives to make a difference. It is this optimism that 
permeates the book and makes it a valuable resource for 
concerned citizens. Perhaps most interesting of all is the 
origin of the author's own concerns from observing chim-
panzees and extrapolating from their habitat and future 
plight to our own. Beyond alerting us to the vulnerabili-
ties of living in a fragile and unpredictable environment, 
this useful book is a call to action by a scientist whose 
life and achievements demonstrate what can be done. 
Charles A. Francis, Department of Agronomy and Hor-
ticulture, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
The Search for a Common Language: Environmental 
Writing and Education. Edited by Melody Graulich 
and Paul Crumbley. Logan: Utah State University Press, 
2005. viii + 202 pp. Notes. $17.95 paper. 
This edited collection grew out of a symposium held 
at Utah State University in Logan in 2002. According to 
the editors, the symposium's purpose was to "publicly ex-
plore the particular ways environmental writing educates 
the public through a fusion of science and literary expres-
sion." The Search for a Common Language achieves that 
purpose by including short prose pieces-ranging from 
memoirs, essays on specific locations, and scientific pa-
pers-as well as poetry on natural themes. The range of 
topics and genres and the inclusion of poetry provide a 
variety of ways to talk about the environment and reach 
out to different audiences to educate them about the natu-
ral world. 
Carolyn Tanner Irish's "Preliminary Reflections" and 
Helmut Grassl's discussion of science and public policy 
offer broad perspectives. Irish proposes that we cultivate 
both a sense of wonder at the natural world and a sense 
of judgment regarding the ways we are responsible for 
it. Grassl suggests that scientists need to do a better job 
engaging with the media and the political process, taking 
responsibility for educating the public. These themes of 
ethics and public education resonate in many of the other 
essays that focus on specific places and the lessons they 
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offer. From Jennifer Price's description of the restoration 
of the Los Angeles River, to Kent Ryden's reading of an 
abandoned New England farmscape, these writers find 
a common language by "reading" a local landscape as a 
text. 
While many of the writers deal with the Southwest 
and the Rocky Mountains, some focus on the environ-
ment of the Great Plains. Dan Flores, for example, links 
the history of the Great Plains and the Rocky Mountains, 
arguing that together they form a "dream landscape" in 
American history. The Great Plains, Flores suggests, has 
been our great experiment in a massively altered land-
scape, and also the great experiment with privatization, 
whereas the Rocky Mountains serve as America's experi-
ment with communal land. Flores believes a solution to 
current problems might be to emphasize our intrinsic love 
of life processes, what Edmund Wilson calls "biophilia." 
This collection might serve as a supplement to a course 
in environmental studies, as the variety of texts opens up 
many avenues for discussion. The poems complement the 
essays thematically and serve as a reminder that aesthetic 
appeals are as important as scientific information to our 
conversations about the environment. Denise Tillery, De-
partment of English, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 
This Land: A Guide to Central National Forests. By 
Robert H. Mohlenbrock. Berkeley: University of Califor-
nia Press, 2006. xvi + 389 pp. Maps, color photographs, 
illustrations, index of plant names, general index. $24.95 
paper. 
Robert Mohlenbrock's guide to the national forests of 
the central U.S. provides the traveling naturalist with a 
wealth of information on the wide array of national forest 
lands in the heart of the country. Part of a three-volume 
series of field guides, this volume covers the states of 
Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, South Dakota, Texas, and Wyoming. While 
most of the forests are along the western and eastern 
borders of the Great Plains, readers will find a detailed 
travelog for a National Forest within a day's drive of 
most areas within the region. While not the focus of this 
volume, a brief mention of the National Grasslands of the 
Great Plains would have made it more comprehensive for 
the traveling naturalist. 
The book is organized by state and by forest, com-
prehensive in detail, but well indexed to assist the reader. 
From the swampland of Kisatchie National Forest in Loui-
siana to the spruce fir forests of Montana, Mohlenbrock 
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provides detailed descriptions of each forest's many 
special features and attractions. These give the size, loca-
tion, facilities, and history of each forest, as well as travel 
directions and where to find more information. Alterna-
tive routes highlighting sites and features provide options 
for the traveler. State maps give a general idea of a forest's 
general geographical location, but a comprehensive re-
gional map with key cites and highways would have been 
very helpful. 
In most cases, the underlining geology of the region is 
explained in a way to hold the interests of both the ama-
teur geologist and the more advanced student. Significant 
physical features are described in such detail that you 
can almost feel yourself climbing that bluff or floating 
down that river. Wildlife receives equal treatment. Hints 
as to where to go to see elusive species give a sense that 
Mohlenbrock has stood in that very spot and observed 
that mother bear and cubs or that wolf pack. His apprecia-
tion of the beauty of these places is obvious and should 
inspire readers to undertake their own explorations. 
As interesting as the geology and wildlife are, the 
description of each forest's native flora and vegetation 
makes Mohlenbrock's commitments as a botanist and 
ecologist clear. From the pinkish tint of microscopic 
algae growing on the surface of snow to magnificent tall 
trees, Mohlenbrock is true to his roots and explores in 
depth the mysteries of the exciting world of plants. For 
the amateur botanist this is a must read. For those trained 
in botany, Mohlenbrock provides the incentive to get in a 
truck to visit these majestic woods and then walk off the 
beaten track to find those rare plants usually seen only in 
books or on dried herbarium sheets. I certainly plan to 
see more of these forests in the years ahead, using This 
Land to guide me. James R. Brandle, School of Natural 
Resources, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
Deep Time and the Texas High Plains: History and 
Geology. By Paul H. Carlson. Lubbock: Texas Tech 
University Press, 2005. xvii + 141 pp. Figures, tables, 
photographs, maps, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth, 
$19.95 paper. 
This brief book is a history of the Lubbock Lake 
Landmark site, a nationally recognized archeological site 
located on the Texas southern High Plains on the north 
side of the city of Lubbock. The location has been the 
subject of intense investigations by archaeologists since 
1939. Paul H. Carlson, a noted author and professor of his-
tory at Texas Tech University, states that his purpose was 
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to go back through what John McPhee called "deep time" 
to show how the Lubbock Lake location was formed and 
was used by humans through time. He accomplishes this 
in five chapters. 
Written for a general audience, topics are covered 
briefly and succinctly in a very readable style. Chapter 
1 begins with the creation of the universe some 10 to 
15 billion years ago. Earth's geologic history, including 
the development and movement of land masses, the rise 
and extinction of dinosaurs, the formation of the Llano 
Estacado, and the development of the late Pleistocene cli-
mate on the southern High Plains are all recounted here. 
Chapters 2, 3, and 4 consider the Paleoindian Period 
(10,000+ BCE-6,500 BCE), Archaic Period (6,500 BCE-l 
CE), and what Carlson refers to as the Modern Period (1-
1875 CE), respectively, on the Southern Plains. The final 
chapter focuses on the Anglo settlement of the region, the 
growth of Lubbock, and the archeological investigations 
conducted at the Lubbock Lake site. Again, these chap-
ters are brief and cover the general characteristics distin-
guishing each of the cultural and temporal periods. 
For the most part Carlson does a good job boiling 
down the often confusing array of taxonomic labels ar-
cheologists have used to classify the various groups and 
complexes within each time period. He describes me-
thodically how the various cultural groups survived, their 
likely social organization, the animals they hunted, the 
climate, and how each of these topics is represented at the 
Lubbock Lake site. In his desire to present a large amount 
of information to the casual reader, however, Carlson 
oversimplifies some events that led to culture change on 
the Southern Plains. For example, the Antelope Creek 
villagers occupied the Canadian River Valley from about 
1200 to 1450, at which time they abruptly abandoned 
the area. It has been postulated that drought conditions, 
invading forces, or both were the primary reasons behind 
the abandonment, but neither theory has been proven and 
is still a matter of debate among archeologists working 
in the region. Carlson states that it was Apache groups of 
the Tierra Blanca complex that pushed out the Antelope 
Creek groups and established themselves in the region. 
This might be what happened to the Antelope Creek 
people, but it has certainly not been proven; in fact, the 
Tierra Blanca complex is poorly known in the area, with 
only a few sites identified that belong to the complex. 
Despite a few minor overgeneralizations that the more 
serious researcher will find bothersome, the book is a 
well-written and readable history that the casual reader 
will find informative and satisfying. J. Brett Cruse, 
Texas Historical Commission. 
